Life-giving Information
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An estimated 7,000 people die each year while waiting for an organ donation, and only 35 percent of American citizens are registered donors. Susan Morgan, professor of communication, says this reflects a lack of information among donors more than a lack of willingness.

“Deep down, many people feel that signing up to be an organ donor is a noble thing to do, but they have fears and they feel silly sharing them,” Morgan says.

Morgan has found that many fears and misconceptions are related to compelling but false storylines on TV and in movies. She now works with a media advocacy group in California to share the truth about organ donation with Hollywood writers and producers. 

In addition, Morgan and her research team have led several campaigns focused on intervention through the workplace. “When a person sees a co-worker sign up to be an organ donor it often makes him or her feel better about approaching the topic,” she says. “This is the principle of social proof in action.”

To read more about Morgan’s research, which has received more than $9 million in funding, visit www.purdue.edu/differencemakers/morgan.html
